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The 2012 Reunion Is Almost Here Are You Ready?

     

October 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th 
  It’s almost October and hopefully everyone has made their plans to join the Troop in Washington DC 

for our 11th reunion. This will be the second time that we have traveled to the Vietnam Memorial to pay trib-
ute to our fallen Brothers. We honor not only those that left us in Vietnam but also those that have gone on to 
Fiddlers Green since we returned home. Our numbers seem to shrink with every passing year so it is important 
that we continue to meet, to remember the friendships formed those 40 plus years ago and the ones rekindled 
since we got back together in 2001. 
	 To	me	our	first	meeting	in	Washington	in	2004,	gave	me	a	sense	of	who	I	was	and	what	I	had	become	
since we left Vietnam those many years ago. I have always been proud of my service to my country and of the 
Brotherhood of the Cav. A Troop was a special unit and was blessed by those Troopers who served in her ranks. 
Our	Officers	,	NCO’s	and	EM	were	a	special	kind	of	people	self	reliant	and	resourceful	to	a	fault	the	5th	Mech.	
and	1/77	Armor	might	say.	But	if	you	were	a	Trooper	in	A	Troop	serving	In	Con	Thien,	Charlie	2,	LZ	Nancy	or	
Quang Tri combat base you known we did what needed to be done and we did it well.
	 This	October	we	reunite	again	at	LZ	Springfield	Hilton	to	celebrate	our	friends	today,	our	friends	that	
have passed on, and the families that have supported us and nurtured us since our return home.
 If you have not made your reservations do so as quickly as possible. We have increased our room block 
4 times as of August 5th and we will lose our special pricing and rooms on September 17, 2012. After that date 
rooms may or may not be available and reservations made will be accepted based on availability. 

The Color Guard Provided by The 1st of the 3rd              
      Infantry Division, The Old Guard

Preparing to lay our wreath at the wall. Ken Dye, Dennis 
Perrino,	Nannette	Mckenna	widow	of	KIA	Gary	Pflaster	
and Gary Thrappas

 

Serving Those A/4-12 Cav Troopers who Served In The Republic of Vietnam 1968 - 1971

Semper Paratus
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   Chairmans Corner

    
   

John Sharpe
2nd Platoon 69-70

Tentative Schedule
Wednesday October 3rd

Hospitality Suite Open/Registration

Thursday October 4th
4 P.M.  to Close

Hospitality Suite   9 AM till 11 PM
Tour	of	the	Capitol	Building		 7	AM	till	12	Noon

Friday October 5th
Tour of the White House Time to be determined
Hospitality Suite/Registration 9 AM till 11 PM
Ladies Function 1  2:30 till 3:00
Business Meeting    4:30 PM

Saturday October 6th
Trip to the Wall   12:00 till 4:00 PM
Banquet    6:00 PM till 11:59
Photos     5:30 till 6:00 PM

Sunday October 7th
Hospitality Suite   9:00 till ?

    For  years I thought the Air and Space 
Museum in Washington D.C. was the House of  
Representatives and the Senate, but thanks to our 
last reunion there, I found out it was part of the 
Smithsonian Institute.
 Regardless of whether you are a Republi-
can or a Democrat, every American should visit 
Washington D.C. at least once in their lifetime. 
If you are a veteran, it is a must. The history of 
the place and realizing you are standing on the 
same ground as so many of our great Americam 
forefathers have stood is awe inspiring.
 Recently, I talked to an Irish tourist that 
said D.C. was the best value in the United States. 
The Smithsonian Institution and all the monu-
ments are free. Couple that with the great deal 
the Cav got for the hotel rooms and the Calvary 
Reunion becomes an experience hard to pass up.
 For us, the main attraction is “The Viet-
nam Memorial”. To see then names of 58,000 
men and women who gave everything, carved on 
black granite, is an emotional event for all people; 
for the Vietnam vet , it touches your soul. You 
look	at	the	wall	and	see	your	reflection,	and	for	a	
moment you are on the otherside of the wall with 
them. The statue of the three soldiers, looking 
as timeless ghosts,  represents what we looked 
like so many years ago. I can’t quite explain the 
feeling at our last reunion at the wall. The honor 
guard, playing “Taps”, the reading of the names 
of our fallen brothers, and the placing of the 
wreath, is something I’ll never forget.
 Then and now, Washington D.C. and the 
Vietnam Memorial makes you proud to be  an 
American.

Reunion Hotel Reservations
The	Springfield	Virginia	Hilton	will	be	the	base	of	
operations for the 2012 A Troop reunion. All re-
union information is listed in the reunions section of 
our web site ( www.atroop412cav.com) but the basic 
information is listed below. Room reservations must 
be made prior to 9/17/2012 to ensure your getting 
the Troop rate and a room.
     Reservations can be made by calling the hotel at 
1-703-9718900 or by calling Hilton Hotels at 1-800-
717-3691. You must use our group code of 4THS12 
to get our rate.
     You can also make your reservations on line at 
either	the	hotel	site	(www.springfieldva.hilton.com)	
or on our personalized site. (www.hilton.com/en/hi/
groups/personalized/S/SPRSHHF-4THS-20121003/
index.jhtml?WT.mc id=POG ) These are the only 
ways we get credit for the room nights that give us 
some discounts and freebies the hotel is providing.
   While at the hotel you can go to the desk and 
purchase coupons for breakfast at the hotel; these 
coupons will give you a $5 savings on breakfast. 
   A ladies get together has been planned for Friday 
afternoon and we need at least 40 people to attend.
  Thanks for your Support, The Reunion Team 
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Registration A Troop 4/12 Cavalry Reunion 2011
October 4th thru the 7th
Springfield	Hilton,	Springfield,	VA

Trooper	Name,	Platoon	and	Year
Names	of	others	attending	with	Trooper

Registration Fee is $50.00 per Trooper

Banquet Fee is $50.00 per person
Transportation to Wall Ceremony
$6.00 per seat travel to wall and back

Total for Registration and Banquet

Make Checks Payable to: A Troop

Mail to:

Ken Dye
10908	66th	Avenue	East
Puyallup, Washington 98373

1 X $50.00

X $50.00

X $6.00

Troop Photo Orders

Troop Photo   $20.00
Sisterhood Photo  $20.00
1st Platoon   $10.00
2nd Platoon   $10.00
3rd Platoon   $10.00
HQ Platoon   $10.00

Total	Number	of	Photos	 	 Total	Cost

The Photographer wants to get a count of photos requested 
and the money collected so he knows how much he needs 
to do to get out photos to us. They will be delivered to the 
Hospitality suite Sunday Morning. For those unable to pick 
them up we will mail them to you after the reunion.

If you have any last minute questions feel free to call anyone of the following people.
Keith	Eaton	614-888-8848,	Tom	Lange	407-275-1199,	Bob	Curnell	865-983-2404
or	Jim	Clark	509-448-2927.	E-mails	can	be	sent	to		Keaton47@ameritech.net	

Number	of	Ladies	attending	Sisterhood	Function	Friday	Afternoon



Disclaimer

The 12th Cav Trooper is 
an authorized publication of  
A Troop 4th Squadron 12th 
Cavalry.  Articles or opinions  
expressed in  this publication, 
however, reflect the views of  
the authors and do not  imply 
endorsement by the Association.

Change of Address
Provide all changes of address 
to The Trooper
5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus, Ohio 43229
c/o	Keith	Eaton
 

The 12th Cav  
Trooper 

Needs Your Support

We hope you enjoy receiving The 
12th Cav Trooper. As you 
can see, the format and contents 
are new and will coutinue to 
improve. The production of such 
a quality newsletter, however, is 
not inexpensive. The newsletter 
constitutes one of the highest ex-
penses of the Association budget. 
Many thanks to those who have 
contributed. Many more contri-
butions are needed,  Please send 
your check (Payable to   A Troop, 
12th Cavalry) along with the 
form		below	to	Neal	Smith,3002	
Arapaho Dr. Fitchburg. Wisc. 
53719 We will list all who donate 
in the next issue.

I  Support The 12th Cav Trooper

Patriot
Dexter Lehtinen

neaL Smith

ronaLD G. BrunDaGe

Kenneth howSer Jr.
anDrew ScheffLer

charLeS ruSSeLL - roBert Pearcy

wiLLiam r. hiGGinS

anDrew LaGneSe

JameS KerShner

thomaS BeaDLe - ron chaBieL

John DaviS - PauL Shannon

chriS PhiLLiPS - charLeS curneLL

Duffy BecKman

charLeS hoLDer

charLeS caPuto

Kenneth carLSon

 Patriot   $25  Trooper   $15 Scout  $10
								Name	_________________________

Thanks for your Support

A Troop, 4th Squadron, 12th Cavalry
5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus, Ohio 43229
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